
Hook Norton Primary School - History Curriculum Progression 

 LIVE LOVE CARE THINK LEARN DARE 

Knowledge and Skills progression 
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 Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history. 

Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past. 

Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society including different countries, cultures and religions. 

Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 

Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 
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Children will be taught about: 
• Changes within living memory, used to reveal 

aspects of change in national life. 

• Events beyond living memory that are 

significant nationally or globally including 

events commemorated through festivals and 

anniversaries. 

• The lives of significant individuals in the past 

who have contributed to national and 

international achievements, used to compare 

aspects of life in different periods. 

• Significant historical events, people and places 

in their own locality. 

Children will be taught about: 
• Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age. 

• The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain. 

• Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons. 

• The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England. 

• A local history study. 

• A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 

1066. 

• The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations 

appeared and a depth study of one of them – such as Ancient Egypt. 

• Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world. 

• A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – such as Mayan civilization. 
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 Why do we Remember, Remember the 5th of 

November? 

How has Nelson Mandela helped make the world a 

better place?   

Why do we love to be beside the seaside? 

Where did the wheels on the bus go? 

God Save the King! What changes has he seen? 

Who were the Romans?  

Why were Norman Castles certainly not bouncy? 

How can we recreate the wonder of Ancient Egypt? 

What did the Ancient Greeks bring to the World?    

Who Were The First People In Britain? 

The History Of Hook Norton. 

 

To be or not to be, that is the Question? 

Why were the Mayans Mysterious? 

Dark Age Discoveries: were the Anglo Saxons Awful 

and the Vikings Vicious? 

Did the American Dream begin as a nightmare? 
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To persevere in tasks in History lessons and be 

able to finish them. H1/2.01  

To use words and phrases like: old, new and a long 

time ago. H1/2.1  

To recognise that some objects belonged to the 

past. H1/2.2  

To explain how I have changed since I was born. 

H1/2.3  

To place known events in the order they happened. 

H1/2.4  

To relate my own account of an event and 

understand that others may give a different 

version. H1/2.5  

To explain how some people have helped us to have 

better lives. H1/2.6  

To ask and answer questions about old and new 

objects. H1/2.7  

To spot old and new things in a picture. H1/2.8  

To explain what an object from the past might 

have been used for. H1/2.9  

To use words and phrases like: before, after, past, 

present, then and now. H1/2.10  

To recount the life of someone famous from 

Britain who lived in the past and explain what they 

did earlier and what they did later. H1/2.11  

To give examples of things that were different 

when my grandparents were children. H1/2.12  

To find out things about the past by talking to an 

older person. H1/2.13  

To find answers to some simple questions about 

the past from some simple sources of information. 

H1/2.14  

To answer questions using books and the internet. 

H1/2.15  

To research the life of a famous person from the 

past using different sources of evidence. H1/2.16  

To research the life of a famous black person from 

the past. H1/2.160  

To talk, draw or write about aspects of the past. 

H1/2.17  

To research the life of a black person whose 

influence has shaped our lives today. H3/4.0  

To persevere in researching historical facts. 

H3/4.01  

To identify when things happened using dates. 

H3/4.1  

To use a timeline within a specific period of history 

to set out the order that things may have happened. 

H3/4.2  

To use my mathematical knowledge to work out how 

long ago events happened. H3/4.3  

To explain some of the times when Britain has been 

invaded. H3/4.4  

To know some of the main characteristics of the 

Athenians and Spartans. H3/4.5  

To explain some of the influences the gods had on 

Ancient Greece. H3/4.6  

To identify at least 5 ancient Olympic sports. 

H3/4.7  

To identify some of the ways Hook Norton has 

changed through history. H3/4.8  

To explain what is meant by “hunter-gatherer”. 

H3/4.9  

To explain how Britain changed between the 

beginning of the Stone Age and the Iron Age. 

H3/4.10  

To use research skills to find answers to specific 

historical questions. H3/4.11  

To research in order to find similarities and 

differences between two or more periods of history. 

H3/4.12  

To plot events on a timeline using centuries. H3/4.13  

To use my mathematical skills to round up time 

differences into centuries and decades. H3/4.14  

To explain how the lives of wealthy people were 

different from the lives of poorer people. H3/4.15  

To explain how historic items and artefacts can be 

used to help build up a picture of life in the past. 

H3/4.16  

To know that there was resistance to the Roman 

occupation. H3/4.17  

To research and understand how the lives and actions 

of significant black people have influenced our lives 

today. H5/6.0  

To persevere in researching historical facts so that 

they can be presented to others. H5/6.01  

To draw a timeline with different historical periods 

showing key historical events or lives of significant 

people. H5/6.1  

To compare two or more historical periods; explaining 

things which changed and things which stayed the 

same. H5/6.2  

To explain how our locality has changed over time. 

H5/6.3  

To test out a hypothesis to answer questions.  H5/6.4  

To describe how crime and punishment has changed 

over a period of time. H5/6.5  

To place features of historical events and people from 

the past societies and periods in a chronological 

framework. H5/6.6  

To summarise the main events from a period of 

history, explaining the order of events and what 

happened. H5/6.7  

To summarise how Britain has had a major influence on 

the world. H5/6.8  

To summarise how Britain may have learnt from other 

countries and civilizations (historically and more 

recently).  H5/6.9  

To identify and explain differences, similarities and 

changes between different periods of history. 

H5/6.10  

To identify and explain propaganda. H5/6.11  

To describe a key event from Britain’s past using a 

range of evidence from different sources.  H5/6.12  

To describe the features of historical events and way 

of life from periods I have studied; presenting to an 

audience. H5/6.13  



To know where people/events fit within a 

chronological framework. H1/2.18  

To describe where people and events fit within a 

timeline and identify similarities and differences 

between ways of life in different periods. H1/2.19  

To ask and answer questions, choosing and using 

parts of stories and other sources to show that I 

know and understand key features of events. 

H1/2.20  

To show understanding of some of the ways in 

which we find out about the past and identify 

different ways in which it is represented. H1/2.21  

To describe significant historical events, people 

and places locally. H1/2.22  

To record what I have learned by drawing and 

writing. H1/2.23  

 

To know how the Roman occupation of Britain helped 

to advance British society. H3/4.18  

To know about at least one famous Roman Emperor. 

H3/4.19  

To know how Britain changed from the end of the 

Iron Age to the end of the Roman occupation. 

H3/4.20  

To name some of the ways that the Ancient 

Egyptians were a very advanced civilisation. H3/4.21  

To know about the Norman Invasion and its impact 

on British society. H3/4.22  

To explain how an event from the past has shaped 

our life today. H3/4.23  

To research two versions of an event and explain 

how they differ. H3/4.24  

To research what it was like for children in a given 

period of history and present my findings to an 

audience. H3/4.25  

 

Vocabulary Progression 

 

EYFS Vocabulary: Introduce basic concepts of time, past, and present. Focus on family history, local history, and changes over time. 

Today, yesterday, then, now, before I was born, when (parents/g. parents) were little, a long time ago, old, new, picture, story, object. 

KS1 LKS2 UKS2 
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Expand vocabulary to include chronological terms, 

significant individuals, and basic historical sources. 

 

History, past, present, recently, changes, 

chronological, events, timeline, family, local area, 

similarities, differences, source, evidence, 

sequence, communicate, explain, monument, 

remembrance, racism, government, parliament, 

country, peace, religion, ruler, king, society, 

technology, transport, travel, war, battle, conflict, 

Victorian era. 

Introduce more complex historical concepts such as 

civilizations, artefacts, and historical 

interpretations. 

 

Civilisation, BC/AD, ancient, empire, archaeologist, 

artefact, source, interpret, describe, compare, 

century, decade, era, invasion, civilization, culture, 

tradition, heritage, monarch, democracy, emperor, 

pharaoh, army, conquest, entertainment, farming, 

kingdom, knowledge, leisure, occupation, territory, 

power, settlement, tribe. 

Develop vocabulary related to specific historical 

periods, events, and themes. Explore global history, 

causation, consequence, and interpretation. 

 

Exploration, conquest, trade, revolution, monarchy, 

conflict, resolution, migration, Industrial Revolution, 

world war, democracy, colonization, independence, 

global, consequence, significance, enslavement, golden 

age, propaganda, treaty, economy, interpretation, 

reliability, bias, perspective, cultural, 
Primary/Secondary source, political, analyse, 

conclusion, enquiry, evidence, hypotheses. 

 

Cross-Curricular Links: 
Literacy: Vocabulary development, comprehension of historical texts. 

Numeracy: Chronological understanding, timelines. 

ICT: Research skills, using historical databases and resources. 



Questioning progression 
 

KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

• Can you name/show me something that is old?  

• Can you name/show me something that is new?  

• Can you give an example of something that has 

changed/stayed the same? Can you explain how it 

has changed/stayed the same? 

• What was the event? 

• When did the event happen?  

• What happened during the event?  

• Can you think of anything that happened before 

the event that is linked to it? 

• Can you describe something that happened after 

the event which took place because of it? 

• How would the life of a… have been different? (You 

could name different jobs, etc.)  

• Who would this have been different for? 

• Was this the same for everyone?  

• Can you name a significant person? What did this 

person do?  

• Can you name a significant event? Can you explain 

what this event was? 

• What has stayed the same (comparing past 

periods)? Why do you think this is?  

• What has changed between different periods? 

Why do you think this is? 

• Did everything change between…? 

• What other period of history is that similar to? 

What other period of history is that different to?  

• Is it still like that today? Why? 

• What earlier events were important to the 

occurrence of the main event? 

• What were the main consequences of this event?  

• Who was affected by this event? How long did this 

last for after the event?   

• Can you give an example of how life was similar for 

someone who was there? 

• Was this the same everywhere? How was it 

different? 

• Can you name a significant person? What did this 

person do?  

• Can you name and describe a significant event?  

• Does everyone think this person/event is still 

significant today? 

• What were things like before the change 

occurred? 

• Why did things change between…?  

• What was clearly different after the change 

occurred? 

• What were the direct causes of the changes? 

• Did it change like this everywhere or for everyone? 

• What were the reasons that some things remained 

the same? 

• Whose lives changed the most and why in…?  

• How much had people’s lives changed after the…? 

• Why was there so much continuity between…? 

• Why was there so much change between…? 

• Can you name an economic/political/social change 

that happened? 

• What were the short-term causes of this event? 

• What were the long-term causes of this event?  

• Can you explain the main causes of…? 

• What do you think was the most significant cause 

of…? 

• Why do historians disagree about the causes of 

this event?  

• What do you think was the most significant 

consequence and why? 

• Why do people believe there was this difference? 

Was this the same everywhere?  

• Can you give an example to support your answer? 

• Where was it the same/different?  

• How similar were the lives of…? 

• Can you name a significant person? What did this 

person do?  

• Why might somebody think this person is 

significant today? Why might someone disagree? 

• Can you name and describe a significant event?  

• Was this event individually, regionally, nationally or 

globally significant? What changed because of this? 

 


