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Key diary dates 
 

 

 

Tuesday 1st September – INSET DAY  
Wednesday 2nd September – INSET DAY  
Thursday 3rd September – Yr1-6 children back to school  
Friday 4th September – Reception children new to HNPS start school  
Monday 7th September – All Reception children back to school  
Nursery Children ~ starts as dated in personal emails  
 

A message from the Head Teacher  

 
It is strange to write that this is to be my last 
newsletter, thank you for all your support during 
my time as Headteacher. I began at the school in 
2004 as Deputy Headteacher, and leave with so 
many happy memories of my time here. In that 
time the school has been through many challeng-
es, not least the Covid pandemic, 
but remains the busy, happy place with such fan-
tastic families that I am proud to have been a part 
of. The success of Hook Norton CEP School is a 
real team effort, and I know that I am leaving it in 
good hands with our wonderful staff, FOHNS, our 
village and church links, our partnership of 
schools and the incoming headteacher, Mrs Leigh 
Hunt. I know you will look out for her and give her 
all your support.  
 
We have said goodbye to our Year Six leavers who 
go on to their new school after 
the Summer break, we wish them all the best of 
success in their future schooling and careers. We 
say a huge thank you to Laura Grant who has 
taught Year Six for the last two terms of their Pri-
mary School life, I am sure they will never forget 
her. It was a miracle that we found such an expe-
rienced, fun, and kind teacher at that stage in the 
year to nurture, care for, calm and teach our Year Six cohort. Laura has brought out the best in each of our Year 
Six pupils and they have absolutely flourished in her care. She now goes on to be a headteacher and lead a 
school of her own – they are so fortunate to have her. She has been ably helped by Natalie Hunt, who will join 
another school to start her teacher training qualification; we know she will make a wonderful teacher.  
 
I wish you all a great Summer, before you know it September will be here and the school will begin an exciting 
new chapter – we are all full of anticipation for the future.  

Click here to view the schools’  

facebook page.    

Weekly School Attendance 94.45% 

Thank you all for your continued support in ensuring children attend  

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61559230496236
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61559230496236


office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk     

Life in KS1 this week 
 

What a fantastic last week we have had. We have evaluated our Katie Morag vehicles, deciding if we had a space 
for the parcels, a handle to push/pull and wheels that turned well. We have then made some special gifts and 
cards to say goodbye to people. We also enjoyed Alternative Sports Day as well.  

Huge Hook Norton Well Dones! 

KS2 Children: All of Year 5, all of Year 6  

KS1 Children: All Elf Owls, Archie Hutton, Lily Howes  
Caught being  KIND!       

Penelope Jacob, Teddy Houghton, All Little Owls, 
All Forest Owls   

Life in Early Years this week  

Nursery Wow what a busy final week we have had in Nursery, we all thoroughly enjoyed attending the after-
noon tea picnic on the field to say thank you to Mrs Crouch, Mrs Fisher, Miss Grant, and Miss Hunt. What a fabu-
lous year we have had in Nursery. Wishing you all a wonderful summer from all of Nursery.   

 
Reception had their final forest session this week and it has been amazing watching their confidence grow over 
in the woods over the year. The children have been preparing for their move into Year 1 and have had a great 
end to the year. 

Alternative Sports Day & Awards 
 
On Monday we enjoyed a fantastic Alternative Sports Day, with all the children from Year 1-6 coming out in their 
phases. We completed activities involving distance, speed, skill, target, height and problem solving. It is a real 
team event where lots of positive vibes and cheering for your teammates helps ensure your team does well. A 
huge thank you to our volunteers who helped ~ Joe Williams, Candice Hinds-George, Kate Farmiloe, Jack Reid, 
Alex Lewis, Torin Hackland and Struan Hackland.  
 
The winners were:  
Year 1 ~ Green, Year 2 ~ Yellow, Year 3 ~ Blue, Year 4 ~ Yellow, Year 5 ~ Yellow, Year 6 ~ Red  
And the overall winners were Green Team. Well done!  
  
Dave Newman Sports Awards ~ Jaxson Davies, Lacey-Rose Robertson  
Oscar Hawthorne Prize~ Teddy Houghton  
Headteacher's Award ~ Beau & Betty Kershaw  
KS1 Mrs Belgrove's Bookwork ~ Evan Middleton  
Y3/4 Reading Award ~ Ollie Mair  
Harry Bartlett Cups ~ Millie Hagger, Francesca Farmiloe  
Y3/4 History Award ~ Samuel Elkabir, Charlotte Stevens, Amora George, Hattie MacLauchlin   
RUNNERS UP Hadley Price, Clemmie Coots-Williams  
Community Awards ~ All our School Councillors & Eco Councillors  
Worship Leaders ~ Betsy White, Millie Hagger, April Stubbs, Sophie Weight  
House Points Winners ~ Yellow Team  



Life in Upper KS2 this week  
 
Year 5 A busy and creative final week in year 5. We started the week of by competing in alternative sports day! 
We have used our art and DT skills to create some amazing Mayan Masks. We have also written some Mayan 
story inspired by the game of Pok-A-Tok. To finish the year off we have competed in some Taskmaster games 
which we have loved doing! We hope you all have a lovely summer holidays!   
 
Year 6 This week year 6 have enjoyed sharing their final assembly with parents, staff and other children in the 
school. They were able to reflect on the time they have spent at Hook Norton, sharing memories that made 
them laugh or cry. They presented each other with awards that reflected their character and sang some emo-
tional songs. They finished the term, and their primary school days, with the traditional signing of shirts. We will 
miss everyone at Hook Norton School!   

Life in Lower KS2 this week  
 

This week in Year 3/4,  we have been enjoying saying our goodbyes and have been finishing off all of our Big 
Questions with a 'Big Fat Quiz of the Year'. We have been crafting, colouring and enjoying each other's company 
while celebrating a fantastic year together. We hope that you all have a lovely, restful summer and we look for-
ward to seeing everyone a little taller and refreshed ready for a new school year. 
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Get Active Trip 
 
On Wednesday our Year 3/4 Get Active Club went on a trip bowling to celebrate having committed to attending 
the club for a term. We had a fantastic time and really improved our skills over the afternoon, even getting some 
spares and some strikes! A big thank you to Miss Kenneford for running this club for us this term and well done 
to everyone who attended.   

FOHNS Spending for 2025 –26 

 

FOHNS is a lean machine and runs with a total governance (overhead) fund of less than £150 per year which co-
vers the mandatory insurance policy we must have by law.  This is mainly to cover the events we run. 

The rest of the money that is raised goes directly into the school where it is needed with not a penny wasted.  

We are delighted to say that due to some reserves we were actually able to send £28,000 into school in two 
main channels.  

1. Budget support- this title can be misleading but essentially means sending funds to cover costs such as 
subscriptions- which are vital to the teachers for lesson planning and resources, used daily for every child 
and all areas of the curriculum.   This resource also saves a tremendous amount of time on planning which 
in turn ensures teachers avoid burnout and can divert that time saving into other areas of their complex 
roles.  This also covers renewing equipment, consumables and ensuring the school can continue to oper-
ate delivering the highest standards of teaching in an environment where costs are soaring and govern-
ment funding is sadly being restricted.   This also covers other costs as and where the budget is squeezed. 

2. Enhancement- this is the part we enjoy the most.  We are very fortunate to be able to do this part due to 
the amazing support we receive from you all and the wonderful community in and around Hook Norton.  
This year we have funded three main areas outlined on the next page 



Owl Values:  

This half term our Owl Value is Dare: Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your 
God will be with you wherever you go. Joshua 1:9  

 

Forest school training & reasources.  This space is amaz-
ing, Mrs Lee has embraced taking on the role of Forest 
School leader, undertaking her training course last sum-
mer Paid for by FOHNS) and spending a huge amount of 
her own time to set up and develop the forest and pond 
area. Whilst this has been enjoyed mostly by Reception 
and KS2 so far we do hope this can be expanded to more 
of the school. 

 

Outdoor play and learning (OPAL) We have covered the 
cost of the programme which included; training, site sur-
vey, planning and design and of course have funded lots of equipment, we have been able to make another 
tranche of monies available following the summer fete which has not yet been spent but will allow more exciting 
toys, games and play zones to be set up as the Children return to school in September.  OPAL allows children to 
have a wonderful playtime every day with the perfect environment to build stronger and more varied friendships 
and to develop motor skills (both fine and gross)  However, the effects do not stop there it is also having an ex-
tremely positive effect on attendance, class conduct, performance and attention from pupils.  It also leads to 
fewer injuries being reported and reduces the number of 'fallings out' between children. 

 

Key stage budgets, These allowances are given directly to each classroom allow teachers to purchase resources 
and equipment for use in their class.  This isn't the basics such as paper and pens but other items that would re-
ally stretch the main budget which is under extreme pressure for every school.  These purchases have been art 
materials and mediums, new and more varied reading books, educational games, items to support the big ques-
tion and equipment to enhance learning and make it fun! 

 
Many, many thanks from us all and we hope you have a lovely summer break.  

Please do come along to our next AGM set for early October (date will be advertised closer to the time) or reach 
out to us if you'd like to get involved or if you have any support, you could offer.  

Best wishes, FOHNS 
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