Key diary dates
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. . W/C 14th September — Extra-Curricular Clubs Start
_4 Thursday 17th September — Current Y2/3 Weston Super Mare Trip
e Thursday 17th September — Y6 Junior Citizen
H OO K N O RTO N Friday 18th September — Go Gold for CCLG Cancer Charity — All pupils &
staff invited to wear yellow and gold: Please Donate here if you can.
CHURCH OF ENGLAN RY SCHC Thursday 1st October — Chipping Norton School Open Evening 5-8pm

LIVE, LOVE, CARE, THINK, LEARN, DARE Tuesday 6th October — Harvest Supper 5-6pm
Love your neighbour as yourself (Matthew 22:39)

School Newsletter;

11th September 2026
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Click here to view the schools’ Weekly School Attendance 97.41%

facebook page. f What an excellent start to term, well done everyone!

A message from the Head Teacher—A Fresh Start

It has been an absolute pleasure to welcome the children back after the summer holidays |
and, most importantly, to begin getting to know them all. | am certainly working hard to
learn everyone’s names.

The children have returned with such enthusiasm and excitement for their new year
groups. They have looked incredibly smart in their new uniforms, and it has been won-
derful to see them settling into new routines, reconnecting with friends and embracing
the opportunities that a new school year brings.

Our assemblies have been centred around the theme of ‘A Fresh Start’. We have been thinking about how every
new school year gives us the opportunity to begin again, set ourselves new goals and write the next chapter of
our story. As it is my first year, we are going to write a new story for Hook Norton together, capturing special
moments, achievements and memories in a scrapbook for the children to look back on in years to come.

We have also been thinking about Harvest and the incredible journey that begins with something as small as a
seed. A farmer plants a seed, nurtures it and, over time, it grows into something much bigger. This is a lovely
metaphor for our own learning: the things we learn, practise and experience today may seem small, but with
time, effort and care, they can grow into something truly significant.

In our Picture News assembly, we followed the Tour of Britain and thought about what it means to keep going
when things get tough. The children came up with some fantastic ideas, including taking a break before trying
again, persevering when something doesn't work the first time and asking others for help.

We have linked all of this to attitude and ambition, thinking about the attitude we bring to our learning and rela-
tionships, and having the ambition to keep improving, even when something feels difficult.

Please see the Opal Play section where we require you help in collecting natural resources during weekend
walks.

Thank you, as always, for your support. It has been a wonderful start to the new school year and | am incredibly
excited about the year ahead. There is already a real sense of energy around school, and | am looking forward to
seeing where our story takes us next.

office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk



https://www.cclg.org.uk/get-involved/donate
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61559230496236
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61559230496236

Huge Hook Norton Well Dones!

KS2 Children: Malachi, Mason, Penelope, Piper, Demitri,

Isabella, Austin & Ollie Caught being K|N

KS1 Children: Fin, Beau, Milo, Tommy, Emily & Lorcan
;v\",-\ :/\ Florrie, Tilly, Levi, Ted T, Mia J & Evelyn
¢ “

00

Attendance

Attendance will be a BIG focus for us this academic year.

Following new Department for Education guidance, we are strengthening our focus on attendance and punctual-
ity to ensure that every child has the opportunity to make the most of every school day.

To support us with this, the school has been assigned a County Attendance Officer, who will work alongside us to
promote positive attendance and support families where attendance may be a concern.

Over the coming weeks, we will share further information and guidance with families so that everyone is clear
about our expectations and how we can work together to support excellent attendance.

To keep parents and carers informed, we will also be sharing our weekly attendance figures in the school news-
letter. We will celebrate these figures with the children during our Celebration Assembly, where the class with
the highest attendance will receive a Whole-Class Attendance Certificate and our Attendance Mascot to cele-
brate their achievement.

Every day counts, and every day is an opportunity to learn, grow and succeed.

Our attendance figures for the week commencing 7 September 2026 are:

WK 2 IAuthorised Unauthorised
Nursery 100% 0% 0%
REC - Owlets 99.56% 0.44% 0%
YR1/2 - EIf Owls 98.85% 1.15% 0%
YR1/2 - Forest Owls 93.49% 3.07% 3.45%
YR 3 -Crested Owls 98.01% 1.99% 0%
YR 4 -Barn Owls 100% 0% 0%
YR 5 -Hawk Owls 97.35% 2.65% 0%
YR 5-Tawny Owls 97.98% 2.02% 0%
YR 6 - Snowy Owls 98.65% 0.67% 0.67%
Whole School 97.71% 1.4% 0.89%

A big shout out to our Nursery children and Barn owls. Both classes achieved a 100% attendance this week.
AMAZING!
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Opal Play News

We are continuing to develop our OPAL play provision. Play is such an important part of children's development,
and we will be increasing our communication with families and the wider school community so that you can see
just how much children are learning through their play.

One of the things we need to continue building is our collection of loose parts. We would love your help!

If you are out and about on your weekend walks, please keep an eye out for natural treasures such as:

& Acorns 4 Shells
£ Pine cones 4 Seed pods
Stones & Pieces of bark

These seemingly simple items provide endless opportunities for children to create, imagine, build, problem-
solve and collaborate.

If you have anything suitable to donate, please pop it into a carrier bag and send it into school for Mrs Lee.

Life in Early Years this week

Nursery have enjoyed welcoming back our existing
children and welcoming our new starters. The children
have been busy getting to know our routines, exploring
the classroom, Nursery/Reception Garden, and sharing
stories, nursery rhymes and songs. It has been lovely to
see them settling in, making friends and beginning to
feel at home.

Reception have been all getting to know one another;
learning each others names, making new friends,
exploring our learning areas and settling into new
routines. The children have had lots of fun playing a
squirrel hiding game; a great way to get to learn each
others names which the children have been so good at!

Life in KS1 this week

We all had new reading books this week, please look out for the separate email about supporting your child with
this and trying to ensure they read at least 4 times a week. We have started our first Bog Question this week:
Why Can't a Meerkat Live at the North Pole? We have been geographers and looked at maps, atlases and
globes. We have located the North Pole and the Kalahari Desert, where meerkats live along
with the 7 different continents and then hot and cold countries of the world. Ask us to sing you our Continent
Song!

office.3044@hook-norton.oxon.sch.uk




Life in Lower KS2 this week

In year 3/4 this week, we have enjoyed
getting to know our new classes. In
English, we have begun reading our new
book 'Gorilla' and have spent time
hearing the children read individually.
Our little scientists have begun
experimenting with different pushes and
pulls in their new forces topic and we
have also begun collating questions about
the Ancient Greeks that we want to
answer in History. The children that are
new to KS2 have settled in beautifully and
we can't wait to begin more of our
learning next week.

Life in Upper KS2 this week

An excellent first full week back in year 5, we have been busy
getting straight into our learning. We have explored place value up
to 1 million and Roman numerals in maths. We have looked at the
amazing achievements of Jesse Owens and Simone Biles in English.
We have used these experiences to inspire our writing. In PE we
have started working on our Hockey skills. We have also started our
new Big Question on rainforests and identified locations on a map
using atlases.

What a fantastic start to the year! Year 6 have been continuing with
their Design and Technology project, creating stylish chair bags. In
English we have been looking at the amazing achievements of Jesse
Owen’s and Simone Biles and creating character profiles and diaries
entries. We have launched into our new Big Question looking at
rainforests and explored key features on a world map.

Mrs Voce would like some items donated for her spare and pre-loved PE kits that help children and families out.
She is after size 1 trainers, boys swimming trunks (fitted style ages 6-13) and any PE t-shirts with owl logos on

(white or gold).
Thank you

Owl Values:

This half term our Owl Value is Live: You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy, at your
right hand are pleasures for evermore. Psalm 16:11
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+ BritishRedCross Training . "85!3"
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Everyday First Aid:
CPR, Burns, Blood, Bones & More
First Aid Training

Hook Norton Baptist Church Hall
October 10" 2026, 09:00-13:30

Run by British Red Cross trainers, this half day course offers practical,
hands-on learning for some key skills:

+ dealing with an + bleeding heavily{
emergency + head injury

. unresponsive — breathing » choking

.« unresponsive — not .+ heart attack
breathing . stroke
(cardiopulmonary . severe allergic reaction
resuscitation — CPR) . diabetic emergency

. seizures - broken bones, strains

- burns and sprains

Maximum 12 places. £35 per person. Refreshments provided.

For more details or to book, please contact Sophia on 07304
130472, or email office@hookybaptist.org.uk

This course is for anyone over the age of 16 years who wants to learn adult
first aid for their everyday life, rather than as a requirement of their job.



