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Newsletter Friday 18th September 2026 

Dates for Your Diary 

Wednesday 30th September - U11 Football Tournament CNS 14.50 - 16.45 

Thursday 1st October - Chipping Norton School Open Evening 5-8pm 

Tuesday 6th October - Harvest Supper 5-6pm (Families Invited) 

Thursday 15th October - School Photo Day 

Friday 23rd October - INSET DAY (School closed to pupils)  

W/C Monday 26th October - HALF TERM 

Monday 2nd November - School Starts 

 

A message from the Headteacher 

It has been lovely to spend time with the children in my assemblies this week. We have explored two very 

different, but equally important, themes which have encouraged the children to think about caring for 

others, showing compassion and looking out for one another. 
 

We began the week with an Allergy Awareness Assembly, helping the children to understand more about 

allergies and the importance of being aware of how our actions can affect others. We talked about the 

simple things we can all do to help keep our friends safe and the importance of taking responsibility for one 

another. 
 

Our second assembly was our Picture News, where we explored the topic of homelessness. This gave us 

an opportunity to think about those who may be facing difficult circumstances and the importance of 

kindness, understanding and compassion towards others. 
 

As part of our assemblies, we always finish by coming together in prayer. We prayed for the people we had 

been thinking about, as well as for each other's safety and wellbeing, making a lovely connection back to 

our Allergy Awareness Assembly. 
 

It has also been wonderful to see our first school trips of the year taking place this week. Our Year 2 and 

Year 3 children finally got to enjoy their seaside adventure to Weston-super-Mare, which had been 

postponed last year due to the extreme heat.  
 

Our Year 6 children also had the opportunity to attend Junior Citizen, where they took part in a range of 

practical scenarios designed to develop their understanding of personal safety and how to respond in 

emergency situations. The children explored topics including safety in the home, road accidents, rail 

safety, stranger danger and the dangers associated with county lines. They also had the valuable 

experience of making a 999 call and speaking with emergency services. These are important life skills, and 

it was great to hear the children engaging so positively with the activities. 
 

It has been a really positive week, with lots of opportunities for our children to learn, reflect, experience 

new things and develop the skills they need to keep themselves and others safe. It has been a pleasure to 

see them embracing these opportunities so enthusiastically. 
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Attendance 

 WK 3 Present Authorised Absence Unauthorised Absence 

Nursery 93.41% 6.59% 0.00% 

REC - Owlets 97.78% 2.22% 0.00% 

YR1/2 - Elf Owls 99.63% 0.00% 0.37% 

YR1/2 - Forest Owls 94.64% 4.60% 0.77% 

YR 3 - Crested Owls 96.58% 3.42% 0.00% 

YR 4 - Barn Owls 96.77% 2.87% 0.36% 

YR 5 - Hawk Owls 99.47% 0.00% 0.53% 

YR 5 - Tawny Owls 99.49% 0.51% 0.00% 

YR 6 - Snowy Owls 97.98% 1.68% 0.34% 

Whole school 97.45% 2.27% 0.28% 

Huge Hook Norton Well Done: 

KS1 Children: Iris, Evie L, Bella and Imogen 

KS2 Children: Roman, Elli, Conrad, Sebastian, Abigail, Hattie R, Otto, Kit and Emma 

Caught being kind: Rafe, Ru V, Eliza, Harrison, Evie and Xanthe 

Activities This Week 

 

This week Nursery we welcomed some new starters and have been getting to know their likes and 

dislikes. The children have enjoyed building ships with blocks, constructing ramps for cars, and creating 

lots of wonderful drawings and paintings. Please send in a family photo for our All About Me corner so we 

can talk about and share our families. 

 

Reception children have continued to settle well and have been exploring the story of Goldilocks and the 

Three Bears through role play and songs. This week we have started our phonics journey, throwing 

ourselves into the challenge with lots of enthusiasm. 

 

Year 1 & 2 continued with our Big Question by thinking about what we would pack in our suitcase to go to 

the North Pole or the Kalahari Desert. Then we completed an art lesson learning to sketch meerkats using 

different types of pencils and lines. In English we had some clues about the new story we will be working 

on, we made predictions about what we think will happen in the story. 

 

Year 3 and 4 have been focusing on place value in Maths and story mapping our creative predictions for 

our new English text. We have had a creative week: in art, we have been sketching our school in the style 

of Dennis Creffield (see some of our wonderful creations below) and in music, playing our first tune on the 

ocarinas. This week, we are bringing Book Club books home for the very first time - please support us in 

reading our agreed pages by next Friday. 

 

In English Year 5 have been continuing our learning on influential black history-makers, including the 

inspiring Bessie Coleman who, despite all odds, became an amazing dare-devil pilot! In Big Question we 

continued our exploration of rainforests and looked at how the seven biomes help to shape the world we 
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live in. In Music we looked at how the ancient Egyptians used hieroglyphics as notation and in Maths we 

are placing value on numbers and digits up to 1,000,000! The students rounded off the week by creating 

some incredible rainforest art based on the artist Oenone Hammersley. 

 

Another wonderful week for Year 6. We have continued to find out about world biomes, and we have 

located rainforests around the globe. In our PSHE lessons, we have taken part in Junior Citizen where the 

children experienced various scenarios to enhance personal safety. The children were exemplary! In 

English, we have been learning about the inspirational Bessie Coleman and writing a character profile. We 

are continuing to make our chair bags and are looking forward to using our finished products. 

 

Year 2 & 3 ~ Weston-Super-Mare 

 

We finally managed to get to Weston-Super-Mare on our trip 

rescheduled from last term. Despite the hour-long delay before we even 

got through Chipping Norton, we arrived to dry weather and had the most 

amazing day. We rode donkeys, ate ice creams, played on the beach, 

built sandcastles, played boule, had a picnic, walked along the 

promenade and the pier, played on the slot machines, had a talk about 

seaside holidays in the past, took funny photos and finished off with tea 

in the pier restaurant. What an action-packed day! The children behaved 

brilliantly and all managed a 12-hour day fantastically well; there was lots 

of sleeping on the bus on the way 

home! A massive thank you from Mrs 

Voce to all our volunteers and all the 

staff who gave up the day to come too. 

We cannot run exciting trips like this 

without your support and I'm sure you 

slept well last night too! Look out in the 

post for another souvenir of our trip 

which should arrive soon...  
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Please Take Part in The Big Future Survey 

 

We have been invited by the Children's Commissioner for England, Dame Rachel de Souza, to encourage 

our pupils to take part in The Big Future Survey. 

 

The survey gives children and young people the opportunity to share their views, experiences and hopes 

for the future. Their responses will help the Children's Commissioner build a picture of childhood in 

England and share children's voices with Government. 

 

We would be grateful if you could support your child to complete the survey: Complete The Big Future 

Survey 

 

The survey can be completed at home and should only take a short amount of time. 

 

Every child's voice matters, and we would love for our children at Hook Norton Primary School to have the 

opportunity to share theirs. 

 

FOHNS 

 

FOHNS is kicking off its fundraising activities at Hook Norton Apple Day on Saturday 26th September 

where we will be running a cake stall. This is a fun, community event that is perfect for families so do come 

along if you can. The event runs from 12-4 PM at the Pear Tree Inn. 

 

Where we need your help - We need cakes/biscuits/tray bakes to sell at the event. These could be apple 

based, but don't need to be. The more we sell, the more money we make for the school! Please drop off 

any cakes on Friday 25th September at either school drop-off or pick-up, or bring them to the Pear Tree on 

the day. Please make sure you label any potential allergens (particularly any nuts) as well as naming your 

container so that it can be returned. 

 

If you are available to help on the stall on the day, please email fohns2020@gmail.com. It's always a really 

fun volunteering opportunity, especially if you are already bringing kids down. Thank you for your support! 

 

This half term our Owl Value is Live: You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there 

is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures for evermore. Psalm 16:11 

  

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/TheBigFuture/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/TheBigFuture/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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