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Newsletter Friday 25th September 2026 

Dates for Your Diary 

Wednesday 30th September – U11 Football Tournament CNS 14.50 - 16.45 

Thursday 1st October – Chipping Norton School Open Evening 5-8pm 

Tuesday 6th October – FOHNS AGM 8pm at school 

Wednesday 7th October – Harvest Supper 5-6pm (Families Invited) 

Thursday 15th October – School Photo Day 

Friday 23rd October – INSET DAY (School closed to pupils) 

W/C Monday 26th October – HALF TERM 

Monday 2nd November – School Starts 

 

A message from the Headteacher 

 

This week in our assemblies, we have been thinking about the attitudes we choose, the paths we take and 

the way we care for the world around us. 

We continued to reflect on the Parable of the Sower and the idea that every new day gives us an 

opportunity to grow. Just like a seed needs the right conditions to flourish, we need the right attitude to 

help us learn, overcome challenges and achieve our ambitions. We talked about how we can choose our 

response when something is difficult, rather than saying “I can’t do it,” we can say, “That’s interesting. I’ll 

try that.” Our attitude really can make a difference to the path we take. 

We also explored the Christian value of Respect through this week’s Picture News. We learned about the 

remarkable increase in Nepal’s wild tiger population and considered an important question: Do wild 

animals have as much right to the land as we do? We thought about what makes a safe home for animals 

and why people and wildlife need to find ways to share the world around us. 

Using the story of Noah’s Ark, we reflected on the Christian belief that every living thing matters to God 

and that we have a responsibility to care for animals and the places where they live. 

As always, lots for us to think about and explore: How can we choose a positive attitude when things are 

hard? What path do we want our choices to lead us along? And how can we show respect and care for the 

people, animals and the world around us? 

As we move through the term, I know our children will continue to learn, grow, show courage and care for 

others,  remembering that every new day is another opportunity to plant a seed and help it grow.  
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Attendance 
 Wk 4 Present Authorised Absence Unauthorised 

Absence 

Nursery 100% 0% 0% 

REC - Owlets 97.3% 2.7% 0.0% 

YR1/2 - Elf Owls 96.3% 3.7% 0.0% 

YR1/2 - Forest Owls 93.1% 6.5% 0.4% 

YR 3 – Crested   Owls 98.9% 1.1% 0.0% 

YR 4 – Barn Owls 92.5% 7.5% 0.0% 

YR 5 – Hawk Owls 96.8% 3.2% 0.0% 

YR 5 – Tawny Owls 97.0% 3.0% 0.0% 

YR 6 - Snowy Owls 99.0% 1.0% 0.0% 

Whole school 96.59% 3.37% 0.05% 
 

Huge Hook Norton Well Done: 
 

KS1 Children: Millie, Olivia, Charlie & Lyla 

KS2 Children: Lachland, Clemmie, Ottilie, Nessie, Evie, Alfie, Louis, Joseph Curry, Betty Kershaw, Henry 

& Phoebe 

Caught being kind: Charlotte S, Mabel, Kit, Annabelle, Emily H, Arty & Frank 

 

A Huge Thank You to Jewson! 

 

I just wanted to say a huge thank you to Jewson for their continued support of Hook Norton Primary 

School. 

Last year, Jewson generously supported us with over £2,500 worth of product donations, including two 

much-needed sheds for our OPAL play equipment. This support has made a real difference to our children 

and our outdoor provision. 

A particular thank you goes to John, the Chipping Norton Branch Manager and also a parent at our school, 

who consistently goes above and beyond to support us. He has already started this academic year by 

providing us with hessian for our display boards! 

It is this kind of generosity, expertise and community support that is invaluable to our 

school. We are incredibly grateful to John and the whole Jewson team for everything 

they do for us. 

So, if you are looking for building materials, please do visit John and his team at Jewson 

Chipping Norton. They are always happy to help and support our local community. 

Thank you, Jewson, for being such a fantastic supporter of Hook Norton Primary School! 

 

Activities this Week 

 

Year 5 and 6: Another busy week in 5 and 6, we have put ourselves in the boots of Mae Jemison on her 

trip into space and thought about how Bessie Coleman inspired her! In Big Question we have studied the 

layers of the rainforest; looking at the plants and animals located in each layer. In PSHE we have continued 

our work on keeping healthy and looked at a variety of activities we can do to keep active. Finally, we have 

completed some fantastic rainforest art inspired by the artist Oenone Hammersely. 

 

Year 3 and 4: It has been wonderful focusing on poetry in our English lessons this week, looking at poetic 

devises such as onomatopoeia and similes. We have made Top Trumps for our favourite Greek Gods and 

Goddesses and explored sketching the human form in Art. In RE we have explored how God welcomes 

everyone into his Kingdom, as demonstrated in the parable of the Workers in the Vineyard. We are 

enjoying preparing for our whole-school harvest festival. 
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Activities continued.. 

 

Year 1 and 2: In our Big Question we have thought about what animals live in the North Pole/Arctic and 

what animals live in the Kalahari Desert. We thought about how they are adapted to live in these different 

habitats. In English we have been writing sentences with capital letters, finger spaces, fullstops and some 

of us used and/because to add details. 

Reception have been enjoying the wonderful story of 

Elmer by David McKee. The children have loved 

learning about the colourful patchwork elephant and 

celebrating what makes each of us special and 

unique. We created our own giant Elmer using 

colourful decorated squares, which was a lovely 

activity for everyone. 

In maths, we have been recognising and representing 

numbers to 3 and practising subitising numbers to 5. 

Outside, the children had great fun tackling an 

elephant-themed obstacle course, developing their 

balancing, climbing and physical skills. 

 

Nursery this week we have been 

looking for signs of Autumn 

outside, the children have 

enjoyed raking the leaves and 

jumping into them! We have also 

been practicing our Dingle 

Dangle Scarecrow song for the 

Harvest assembly. If you are on 

any nature walks over the 

weekend, we would love to see 

what the children are able to find. 

 

 

 

Please can we ask for your support in ensuring that children do not bring toys 

or fiddle resources in from home. 

We are finding that items brought in from home are becoming a distraction 

during the school day and are also resulting in a significant amount of staff time 

being spent dealing with items that have been lost, broken, swapped or shared. This can then cause upset 

for children and take their focus away from their learning. 

If you believe your child may benefit from a fiddle resource to support their learning or regulation, we are 

very happy to provide an appropriate resource in school. This should, however, be agreed with the class 

teacher and SEND team so that we can ensure it is suitable and used effectively. 

We would also be grateful if children could have no more than one keyring attached to their bookbag. 

We are finding that additional items are making it difficult for children to store their bookbags properly, as 

they can prevent the drawers from closing. 

Thank you, as always, for your support in helping us to keep our classrooms calm, focused and purposeful, 

ensuring that children can make the most of their learning time. 

 

Owl Values: This half term our Owl Value is Live: You make known to me the path of life; in your presence 

there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures for evermore. Psalm 16:11 
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