HOOK NORTON

LIVE, LOVE, CARE, THINK, LEARN, DARE

Love your neighbour as yourse!! (Matthew 22-39)

Newsletter Friday 25th September 2026

Dates for Your Diary

Wednesday 7th October — Harvest Supper 5-6pm (Families Invited)
Wednesday 14" October — FOHNS AGM 8pm at school (Note change of date)
Thursday 15th October — School Photo Day

Friday 23rd October — INSET DAY (School closed to pupils)

W/C Monday 26th October — HALF TERM

Monday 2nd November — School Starts

A message from the Headteacher

It has been another lovely week at Hook Norton Primary, and | have been so proud to see our children
demonstrating our school values of Live, Love, Care, Think, Learn and Dare in so many different ways.

Our Attitude and Ambition assemblies have continued our theme of seeds, growth and new beginnings.
This week, we have been thinking about “What helps us grow?” through the story of the mustard seed. We
reflected on how something very small can grow into something much greater and that growth takes time,
patience, care and perseverance. We talked about having the courage to try, continuing when things are
difficult and having ambition for what we might become. Our message for the week was simple: “Start
small. Grow strong roots. Keep going.”

We have also been thinking about how we can help each other to grow, which links beautifully with our
Christian vision, “Love your neighbour as yourself.”

Celebrating Harvest

We had a wonderful Harvest
Celebration in school today. It was
lovely to see the children come
together to celebrate the Harvest and
share their talents through a fantastic
range of songs, poems and prayers.

We enjoyed performances from
across the school, including Autumn
Days, Dingle Dangle Scarecrow,
Cauliflowers Fluffy and Harvest
Samba, as well as acrostic and simile
poems and beautiful harvest prayers.

We finished with Harvest words, a
blessing and a close led by Reverend
Stephen.

We look forward to seeing our families 308 A SN
at our Harvest Supper next week, ni - W October

when we can continue to celebrate B o Nove\n\)ev
together as a school community. s 4

Mrs Hunt
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Attendance

Wk 5 Present Authorised Absence

Unauthorised
Absence

Nursery 96.3%
REC - Owlets 99.6% 0.4% 0.0%
YR1/2 - Elf Owls 98.1% 1.5% 0.4%
YR1/2 - Forest Owls 97.7% 2.3% 0.0%
YR 3 — Crested Owils 96.3% 2.8% 0.9%
YR 4 — Barn Owils 93.5% 4.7% 1.8%
YR 5 — Hawk Owls 98.4% 1.6% 0.0%
YR 5 — Tawny Owls 99.0% 1.0% 0.0%
YR 6 - Snowy Owls 98.3% 1.3% 0.3%
Whole school 97.38% 2.16% 0.46%

Harvest Supper — Wednesday 7th October

We are really looking forward to welcoming you to our Harvest Supper on Wednesday 7th October at
S5pm.

The children will have been busy preparing a delicious selection of
homemade soups, flapjacks and apple cake for you to enjoy as
we come together to celebrate Harvest and give thanks for all that we
have.

A huge thank you to our wonderful parents and carers who have
generously supported us by providing ingredients. Your support
makes these community events so special.

We will also have a Harvest Produce Table at the supper for
anyone who would like to make a food donation. All donations will be
collected for the local foodbank and will go directly towards
supporting local people and families experiencing crisis. Picture is
part of last years donations.

We look forward to sharing a lovely evening with you and celebrating
the spirit of community, generosity and care that is so important to
our school.

Keeping Our Children Safe Around School

A reminder to all parents and carers about driving safely and considerately
around school.

The roads and pavements around school are particularly busy at drop-off and
pick-up times, with lots of children and families walking, cycling and crossing the
roads. Please drive slowly, remain alert and give pedestrians plenty of space,
even if you are in a hurry.

We have received a number of concerns from families regarding driving around the school and have
contacted Thames Valley Police to seek their advice and support. We have also encouraged anyone who
witnesses dangerous or concerning driving to report it directly to the police so that incidents can be formally
recorded.
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If you witness dangerous driving, you can report this via 101 or through the Thames Valley Police online
reporting service https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/ro/report/rti/rti-beta-2.1/report-a-road-traffic-

incident/?from=3781.

Please help us to keep our children, families and wider community safe by taking extra care when driving

around the school and through the village.

Thank you for your support and consideration.

Activities this Week

Nursery have been enjoying reading pumpkin soup
and are getting excited about making our own soup
next week! Please sign up to donate an item for our
pumpkin soup recipe. The children have been
learning nursery rhymes with numbers in this week,
such as "1,2,3,4,5 once | caught a fish alive" and
"1,2 buckle my shoe". keep practicing those songs
at home. [ b

Reception enjoyed The
Enormous Turnip, joining in with
repeated phrases and actions,
retelling the story and exploring
new vocabulary. We also read
Pantosaurus and discussed
keeping safe, privacy and
speaking to trusted adults when worried or
uncomfortable. In Maths, we explored combining
two groups and discovered that the total gets bigger
when we put them together.

Please bring tomato soup ingredients by Monday.

This week Years 1 and 2 have thought about everything we have learnt about the Kalahari Desert and the
North Pole. We have used it to do a piece of information writing including where it is, what it is like, what
the weather is, what plants and animals live there along with any fun facts. We have also practised capital
letters for names and writing animal fact files in English. A reminder to sign up for ingredients donations or
volunteering. Key Stage 1 need this in on MONDAY as we are cooking earlier in the week so

Wednesday is not so busy!

In Lower Key Stage 2, Years 3 and 4, we have been creating comic strips, retelling the Trojan Horse
Greek myth. Year 3 also had a great afternoon investigating how completing an art task with digital devices
is similar and different to completing it by hand. Year 4 have been learning how to navigate different
websites in their computing sessions. All of the children have enjoyed performing and singing our song and

sharing our own poems at the Harvest Festival.

Year 5 have been continuing their study of the
rainforests in ‘Biq Question’, looking at how the
different layers help support different eco-systems,
plants and animals. In English we have begun our
exploration of the “Race to the Frozen Noth” book,
which covers such complex issues as
homelessness and racial issues. In Maths we have
been adding and subtracting numbers with more
than four digits and how this can link to everyday
life, such as when buying items in shops or the
difference in computer game scores. Year 5s also
prepared and performed their songs and prayers in
the Harvest Festival on Friday Morning.

Year 6 have been continuing with our study of the
rainforests. We have been sharing our amazing
work on the endangered animals and looking at
conservation of these incredible creatures. We have
also held an open debate to discuss deforestion of
the rainforest where the children spoke in role to
argue their point of view. The children were brilliant!
The house captain elections have begun and a
number of children made presentations to the whole
school. We are looking forward to our Harvest
celebrations.
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School Games ~ CNPS Playleaders & Football:

Last Wednesday 23™ September a group of Year 6 children attended the first Chipping Norton Partnership
event of the year. This was a Play Leaders training session where they worked with friends from across the
ten partnership schools. They talked about what made a good leader and how to set up safe, well
organised activities before trying out some activities including personal best challenges, using a game
instruction card to teach another group and then adapting it and taking a set of equipment and coming up
with their own activity. This group then made an action plan and decided they will come back to school and
teach all they have learnt to the rest of Year 6 who will then have the opportunity to volunteer in their
playtimes to run activities for Key Stage 1 and earn their Play Leaders Award. Watch this space!

This Wednesday 30" September we attended the first competition of the year which was Year 6 football.
We had an exceptional afternoon and the weather was lovely despite the rain in the morning. A huge thank
you to all the parents who organised themselves to help transport the children there and back as we are no
longer using our minibus and for all their support, coaching and encouragement over the afternoon. The
children all played amazingly well, we had a boys' and a girls' team and we managed the whole afternoon
without a single loss or conceding any goals. That is some achievement and you should all be proud of
yourselves! A special shout out to our fantastic goalies ~ Genie, Alice and George M. The boys' competition
was very close with a draw at the end so was decided on goal difference. We came a very respectable
second place. The girls' team were exceptional all afternoon and displayed great teamwork, winning every
single game and therefore the whole competition. Girl power in action! It was lovely to see the players living
out our school vision fully ~ a huge amount of daring in trying out and attending a big competition at the
secondary school, a lot of love and care for their teammates and opponents, thinking hard about

tactics, learning throughout the afternoon and lots of /iving their best life playing a game they love!

Earrings Reminder

A reminder that it is school policy, in line with government guidelines, that children are not allowed to wear
earrings for PE (taping over is not sufficient). If your child wears earrings they must be able to remove them
independently and have a box to store them in or their earrings should be removed for school.

As per our school policy, earring should be a small stud earring — not hoops or any other shape such as
flowers, heart or anything larger than a stud. Thank you for your cooperation.

Owl Values: This half term our Owl Value is Live: You make known to me the path of life; in your presence
there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures for evermore. Psalm 16:11
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y RECEPTION 2027 - 2028

We welcome prospective Reception parents
to attend our group tour of the EYFS provision
. and school. You will see and hear what makes
prg N us the right school to send your little person.
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‘ ﬁi Want to work part-time for a local
ARCh charity, term-time only?
Assiated Reading i ARCHh is an award winning charity which recruits, trains
Children in Oxfordshire and supports volunteer reading helpers to work with
primary school children throughout Oxfordshire to
encourage a love of books and reading.
We have the following position available for someone living in the Banbury area.

Field Worker (Banbury) home based
A confident ‘people person’, with a passion for books and education, you will provide
support to ARCh Reading Helpers. The role involves visiting primary schools in the
Banbury and surrounding areas, liaising with school staff and ensuring everything runs
smoothly.

Enthusiasm and good communication skills are vital!
8 hours per week (to be worked across the week) term-time only.
Use of computer and own car essential (tfravel expenses paid).
Contact info@archoxfordshire.org.uk for an application form.

ARCh, Suite E, Gobles Court, 7, Market Square, Bicester, Oxon OX26 6AA
www.archoxfordshire.org.uk

¢ Charity number 1146276
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HOOK NORTON@

Together

SURGERIES s
Community Health Promotions

Building a Healthier, Stronger Community Together
= NUMEROUS HEALTH PROMOTIONS =

Supporting our community
to live healthier, happier lives.

Information « Advice « Support
For Everyone
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3rd October g 17th October
Bloxham Surgery

Hook Norton Surgery
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